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2015 Energy Report
2015 was a very productive year for the City of Santa Barbaraôs Energy 

Team. 

We completed numerous energy conservation projects, including several 

lighting and HVAC upgrades. One highlight is the HVAC upgrade at the 

Santa Barbara Police Station which is resulting in significant energy and 

cost savings. 

We also completed the feasibility study of a Utility Management Fund, paid 

for by grant funding received from Southern California Edison. The study 

created a plan for centralizing the payment of purchased utilities and 

established procedures to leverage energy savings to fund and complete 

additional energy efficiency projects. The plan will be implemented in FY 

2017.

The drought continues to affect energy usage within City facilities. The water 

supply shortage has resulted in an increase use of the Cityôs 

groundwater plants and increased electrical use at those facilities while 

the Santa Barbara communityôs amazing conservation efforts have 

resulted in significant electrical decreases due to reduced need for water 

treatment and distribution.
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Electrical Usage

In Fiscal Year 2015 (July 2014 through June 2015) the City spent 
$3.6 million on electricity. This amount was a 2% decrease over 
the previous year.

The Cityôs groundwater wells have been more active due to the 
Cityôs low reservoir levels. The City has been using more 
groundwater to offset the shortage which has resulted in 
increased electricity use at these sites. 

However, the Cityôs Water Distribution System has actually seen a 
decrease in electricity usage due to outstanding conservation 
efforts by the Santa Barbara community. Collectively, the City 
has reduced water usage by approximately 30% resulting in less 
water needing to be distributed throughout the City.

The following chart breaks down the electrical expenses for City 
operations by major use area.
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FY 2015 Electricity Expense 

Electricity cost by percentage of total 

FY 2015 expenditures for City 

departments or major use areas

Total $3,601,991
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25%
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5%

*About 2% decrease over 2014



Purchased Electricity

In calendar year 2015 the City 

purchased just over 26 Million kWh, 

which was essentially equal to the 

electrical usage in 2014.

ÁThe following slide outlines the quantity of 

purchased electricity from various 

sources.
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Purchased Electricity 
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